El género Bartramia Hedw. se registra por primera vez para Uruguay. Sólo una especie habita la región de estudio (B. laevisphaera) la cual es caracterizada morfológicamente e ilustrada con fotomicrografías ópticas y electrónicas de barrido. Se presenta un mapa de la distribución de la especie en Latinoamérica.
Between 2011 and 2015 botanical surveys were undertaken in Uruguay where significant bryophyte collections were made. Geographically, The República Oriental del Uruguay is situated in southern South America, delimited northward by Brazil, by Argentina to the west and the Atlantic Ocean to the east.
The knowledge of the bryoflora of Uruguay is poor and restricted to a few studies, principally in Montevideo (Matteri 2004) . Additionally, new mosses and liverworts have been recently recorded in different areas of the country (Ellis et al. 2011 , 2012a , 2012b , Flores & Suárez 2014 , Suárez & Schiavone 2013 , which highlights the flor istic importance and the singularity of its flora.
Bartramia laevisphaera (Taylor) Müll. Hal. has been recorded in South America from Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, and northwestern Argentina. The first record for the genus Bartramia (with B. laevisphaera) in Tacuarembó, Uruguay, is here presented, along with a distribution map for Latin America, and illustrations. OBSERVATIONS. Found during extensive botanical explorations in Uruguay, the new records of Bartramia laevisphaera are the first report for this genus and species from the country (Fig. 4) . The species was found growing in stony grasslands at 200 m above sea level. In a sterile condition, B. laevisphaera can be confused with B. stricta (Damayanti et al. 2012 , Matteri 1983 ). However, the latter can be distinguished from B. laevisphaera by its wide central strand in the stems (occupying 87.5-93.75(-175) μm; 22-31% vs. 50-56.25 μm; 20-25%), thinner walls of the stem cortical cells (less than 2 μm vs. 2.5-3.7 μm). Another interesting character observed was the axillary hairs with 1 basal brown and 1 globose distal hyaline cell in B. laevisphaera and 1-2 basal brown and 1 globose to sub-globose hyaline cells in B. stricta. 
